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the Pope's Holiness, that, in view of the coming trial of
the two Orsini whom Duke Cesare was bringing to Rome,
evidence should be sought among the members of their,
faction.
The behaviour of Orsini was impolitic and suspicious to
the last degree. They were under the shadow7. Two of their
alleged accomplices had been executed at Sinigaglia. The
cardinal was detained in the Mola of Hadrian. Don Paolo
Orsini and Duke Francesco Orsini of Gravina were pris-
oners of Duke Cesare. Their circumstances required a
patient policy of inaction pending coming trial, the result
of which they needed not to fear supposing them to be
innocent of conspiracy. On the contrary, they gave clear
evidence of guilt, desperately maintaining an armed re-
bellion in pontifical territory, ravaging the Viterbo coun-
try, and continuing to make leagues with other rebels
whether these were Roman barons or chiefs of independent
banditti.
The Orator of Venice wrote to his government on the
seventeenth of January: "The Pontiff is much disturbed,
and more than ever on his guard. They say that Colonna
and Savelli and all the discontented barons have joined
Orsini. This night there was a panic at the Vatican: no
one knows the cause. The captain of the guard called out
his troops and watched all night under arms."
Prince Gioffredo Borgia of Squillace, now in his twenty-
second year and father of four children, raised a squadron
of condottieri and attacked his August Father's enemies:
but on the night of the twentieth of January, the Orsini
cavalry captured the Bridge of Nomentano where a fort-
ress was; and all the Borgo rose in tumult. Messer Fran-
cesco Remolino Bishop of Sorrento, and the Orator of
Siena, left the City for the camp of Duke Cesare carrying
orders that he should leave everything and advance on
Rome, which was in imminent peril. But before the envoys
reached him, on the night of the seventeenth of January,